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RaƟonale for Design and Programming / Design Thesis:
We took inspiraƟon from other Chicago neighborhoods, specifically West Loop and River
North, to infuse Halsted with an inspired, new marquee desƟnaƟon. The building
presents a real difference from the other new developments on Halsted (The newly
proposed Hotel by Mens Room and the new Howard Brown) as it introduces luxury, form,
and funcƟon in new and compelling ways. This building aims to improve upon the already
vibrant and historic block in which it exists. 

Programming:
The building will contain 21 hotel rooms (with two conjoinable rooms), a restaurant with
main kitchen and prep kitchen, a venue space, and a rooŌop pool that can operate year
round.

Level one contains several interconnected spaces that allow for operaƟonal flexibility. The
Hotel, the Restaurant, and the Venue are able to funcƟon as 3 individual enƟƟes or open
up to one another. It was criƟcal to blend these programs for The Tryst Hotel operaƟons.
This will allow for a flourishing day to night experience, and for The Tryst Hotel to bring
its own unique personality to North Halsted.

The building contains a light well that extends from the rooŌop level down to level 1,
bringing natural light into the south-facing hotel rooms, and to level 1 to maximize space
and vibrancy of the spaces. Primarily, the light well allows for addiƟonal hotel rooms to
have access to natural light and fresh air.

The rooŌop level contains two private pools and  bar space for the Tryst Hotel. The
rooŌop is primarily made up of glass on 3 of 4 sides as an aƩempt to reduce the overall
perceived height of the building. The proposed rooŌop floor elevaƟon is just high enough
to clear the south neighboring building, allowing for skyline views. 3000 sqŌ of the
rooŌop is proposed to be enclosed by a retractable roof. This space is planned to be
operable year round similar to other enclosed rooŌops in Chicago. The overall proposed
building height is 75'. 

Exterior:
The exterior presents an elegant, yet familiar building facade that pushes the envelope of
what new developments should look like, allowing The Tryst - Chicago to make a
profound impact on North Halsted. This new Tryst Hotel is heavily inspired by Chicago
architecture, Chicago scale and proporƟons, historic Chicago styles, and materials such as
steel, brick, and glass.

The 3 Bay approach splits the building nicely into restaurant/bar and hotel, while also
dividing the hotel rooms above in a sensible way. Balconies are then introduced to
arƟculate the facade and make the building engage with the streetscape while providing
a premium amenity to the hotel units that face Halsted. 

From the vantage point of Halsted, the proposed height, with its setback roof structure, is
imperceivable, preserving the exisƟng streetscape’s rhythm and scale. To deepen
engagement with place, the facade has been infused with greenery—verƟcal planƟng
and integrated vegetaƟon—advancing biophilic design strategies that enrich the sensory
human experience along Halsted.

We also recognize that this project needs to take a stance on the Halsted Architectural
Vernacular- balancing new and old. The project presents bold forms with familiar
materials. The material paleƩe hints to the previous DS Tequila building while also being
bold and sleek to create a new look for The Tryst properƟes.
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Site Plan, Landscape Plan & Ground Floor Plan
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Green Roof  Plan - Closed Roof
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South Elevation
KEY NOTE LEGEND:

1 - METAL AND GLASS RETRACTABLE  ROOF 

2 - METAL AND GLASS CURTAIN WALL 

3 - METAL AND GLASS RAILING

4 -  ARCHITECTURAL BRICK - RUNNING BOND - COLOR: DARK GRAY/BLACK

5 - ALUM. AND GLASS WINDOW SYSTEM BUTT GLAZED 

6 - ARCHITECTURAL METAL PANEL SYSTEM

7 - STEEL CANOPY - COLOR: BLACK

8 - STOREFRONT DOORS - FULL GLASS

9 - SIGNAGE

10 - NOT USED

11 - NOT USED

12 - EXTERIOR INSULATED METAL DOORS - FLUSH - COLOR: PAINTED TO MATCH GRAY/BLACK BRICK
13 - SAFETY LIGHTING

14 - GUTTER SYSTEM

15 - FIRE RATED WALL - BRICK MASONRY RUNNING BOND

16 - EXPANSION JOINT

17 - OUTLINE OF BASEMENT



UP

UP

ELEVATOR
181 SQFT

KITCHEN + VENUE + HOTEL STORAGE
1,172 SQFT

RESTROOMS
1,086 SQFT

FLEX /
MECHANICAL

1,659 SQFT

KITCHEN
617 SQFT

STAIR
234 SQFT

STAIR
201 SQFT

CORRIDOR
459 SQFT

COAT CHECK
491 SQFT

ELEVATOR
EQUIPMENT

68 SQFT

UP

UP

UP UP

U
P

12
5'

-0
"

50'-0"

VENUE
1,429 sqft

ELEV.
168 sqft

STAIR
130 sqft

CORRIDOR
234 sqft

STAGE
420 sqft

LOBBY
378 sqft

VENUE 1,429 - 538 TOTAL OCC. 
2 BARS

LOBBY
464 sqft

OFFICE
69 sqft

BATHROOMS
182 sqft

VE
N

U
E 

CO
RR

ID
O

R
52

6 
SQ

FT
LAUNDRY

CHUTE

VENUE ENTRY
97 sqft

VESTIBULE
140 sqft

RESTAURANT
1,131 sqft

TR
AS

H

STAIR
247 sqft

RECEPTION
45 sqft

BAR

BAR

VESTIBULE 

DOWN

DOWN

U
P

STAIR
244 sqft

SUITE
UNIT 1

547 sqft

UNIT 3
383 sqft

UNIT 4
383 sqft

UNIT 5
382 sqft

SUITE
UNIT 2
547 sqft

STAIR
282 sqft

HALLWAY
490 sqft

VENUE MEZZANINE
1,264 sqft

ELEVATOR
171 

OPEN TO
BELOW

VENUE MEZZANINE 1,264 - 551 TOTAL OCC.
5 HOTEL ROOMS

LI
G

H
T 

W
EL

L

STORAGE
60 sqft

VIP
BAR

234 sqft

2 BARS

BAR
138 sqft

UP

UP

UNIT 13
425 sqft

UNIT 12
400 sqft

UNIT 11
425 sqft

UNIT 6
961 sqft

STAIR
244 sqft

STAIR
266 sqft

HALLWAY
578 sqft

UNIT 10
384 sqft

ELEVATOR
171 sqft

UNIT 8
387 sqft

UNIT 7
382 sqft

SUITE

LAUNDRY
132 sqft

CONJOINING
BEDROOM

409 sqft

LAUNDRY
CHUTE
68 sqft

LI
G

H
T 

W
EL

L

UNIT 9
384 sqft

STORAGE
165 sqft

8 HOTEL ROOMS +
1 CONJOINING BEDROOM

SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Basement
SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

First Floor Plan
SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Second Floor Plan
SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Third Floor Plan



DOWN

DOWN

UP

UP

STAIR
234 sqft

STAIR
267 sqft

HALLWAY
583 sqft

ELEVATOR
181 

UNIT 21
425 sqft

UNIT 20
400 sqft

UNIT 19
425 sqft

8 HOTEL ROOMS +
1 CONJOINING BEDROOM

OWNER'S SUITE

FLEX
132 sqft

UNIT 14
969 sqft

CONJOINING
BEDROOM

402 sqft

LAUNDRY
CHUTE
68 sqft

LI
G

H
T 

W
EL

L

UNIT 18
384 sqft

UNIT 16
387 sqft

UNIT 15
382 sqft

UNIT 17
384 sqft

STORAGE
147 sqft

DOWN

DOWN

MECHANICAL
513 sqft

NIC-POOL EQUIPMENT
881 sqft

POOL STORAGE
659 sqft

MECH.
172 sqft

KITCHEN
513 sqft

HALLWAY
388 sqft

STAIR
272 sqft

STAIR
234 sqft

POOL EQUIPMENT

COAT CHECK
280 sqft

LOCKERS / RESTROOMS
871 sqft

KITCHEN

OPEN TO BELOW /
POOL EQUIPMENT

OVERHEAD

LAUNDRY
CHUTE
68 sqft

LI
G

H
T 

W
EL

L

ELEVATOR
181 sqft

LOCKERS/RESTROOMS
COAT CHECK

20
'-0

"

63
'-8

"

4'-10"

BATHROOMS
234 sqft

ROOFTOP POOL DECK
3,000 SQFT

ROOFTOP POOL DECK
3,000 SQFT - 400 OCCUPANTS
2 POOLS

STAIR

ELEV.

STAIR

TRASH

BAR

POOL / HOT TUB 
12' X 28'

POOL 
14' X 40'

SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Fourth Floor
SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Fifth Floor
SCALE: 1/32" =    1'-0"

Roof Plan









jerem
Image








