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During the first two phases of the largest lighting modernization program in the country, the Chicago Smart Lighting Program has replaced more than 156,000 outdated High Pressure Sodium (HPS) light fixtures with safer, modern, high quality, energy-efficient LED streetlights. Nearly 100 square miles of the city are illuminated with the new LED fixtures as of August 2019. Already, the newly installed fixtures are responsible for saving 70 million kilowatt hours of energy, which is equal to $3.4 million dollars. 



During the first two phases of the largest lighting modernization program in the country, the Chicago Smart Lighting Program has replaced more than 156,000 of the 270,000 outdated High Pressure Sodium (HPS) light fixtures. Nearly 43 percent of the city is now illuminated with safer, modern, high quality, energy-efficient LED streetlights. Already, the newly installed fixtures are responsible for saving 70 million kilowatt hours of energy, which is equal to $3.4 million dollars. 
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Belmont Avenue Junction Plan ﬂ@i

Here is my understanding of the proposed plan for the area sﬁ%’unding- the.seeeee
junction of Belmont Avenue and Lake Shore Drive based on the map provided by the
city. It appears that the major purpose of the city’s plan is to eliminate the short drive
running from Belmont to the Belmont Harbor south parking lots and to replace it with
new access along Briar Place extending east from Lake Shore Drive West to these two
parking lots. I haven’t seen anything written describing removing this short parking lot
access drive, but if this isn’t done, the rest of the project would be meaningless.

The major changes planned for our immediate area (LSD West from Belmont to
Wellington) are removing the existing bicycle/pedestrian LSD underpass at Barry and
replacing it with a new motor vehicle/bicycle/pedestrian extension and underpass at
Briar, one block to the north. My comments below are regarding this new Briar Place
eastward extension.

The proposed plan will increase southbound vehicular tratfic on LSD West from
Belmont to as far south as Diversey. Traffic would also increase on Briar Place west of
LSD West because of vehicles returning from the Belmont Harbor south parking lots.

Because of this increased traffic congestion at the LSD West — Briar Place
intersection during the boating season, I believe it will be necessary for the city to install
either a stoplight or stop signs with flashing red lights at that intersection between May
1*' and October 31%. A stoplight shouldn’t be necessary during the rest of the year; the
stop signs should be sufficient then.

Another issue that I have not seen addressed is truck access to the Chicago Yacht
Club Belmont Harbor Station located at the SE corner of the harbor. Trucks now access
the yacht club via the current access drive east of LSD. Once this access drive has been
demolished it will be necessary for these trucks to use LSD West and the proposed Briar
Place extension. There are two major issues involved here; truck turning radius at the
intersection and truck clearance under the new underpass.

I will leave turning clearances to the city’s traffic engineers. Underpass clearance
is a different issue. The new underpass should be built high enough to provide adequate
truck clearance. I believe the Illinois state truck height limit is still 13°-4”. Adding two
more inches for safety’s sake would give us 13-1/2 feet.

Please feel free to share this document with anybody who you believe would be
interested. If you have anything else that you think I should add here, please let me know.
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5)

playground endangering arriving and departing children.

It’s placing a burdensome amount of exiting traffic directly in front of the
Brookdale Senior Living Solutions building. This causes them multiple
problems. Ambulances which make frequent calls to this building are
forced to come east on Briar, a westbound street, to gain access to their
driveway quickly for medical emergencies. How badly will the additional
traffic delay these vital emergency services?

Also, many of their residents have limited mobility and use canes, walkers
or wheelchairs. An increased flow of traffic would make it even more
difficult for them to cross streets and to move freely around the
neighborhood.

We need to consider the number of people using the harbor and the Yacht
Club for whom this project would improve ease of access versus the
number of people in the buildings lining the proposed new route for whom
this would be a major inconvenience at best and an outright danger at
worst. A very rough estimate might put it at one person for whom it would
be more convenient for every nine people inconvenienced.

Furthermore, this major, costly project would only be of benefit to boaters
for five months of the year at most when their boats are in the water.

One should question how many days of the week the Yacht Club is open the
other seven months of the year and how many people on average visit on
those days.

One should also question why such a huge amount of time, energy,
expense and disruption should even be considered when a very simple,
relatively inexpensive, non-invasive solution exits by just adding a second
exit road directly from the northbound Outer Drive into the parking lot.
Access from the southbound Outer Drive is already convenient by simply
turning left at Belmont and right onto the existing roadway.
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